
 

Chemistry Syllabus 

2021-2022 School Year 

 

Instructor Information 

Instructor                        Email & Phone                                Office Location & Hours 

Prof. Omega Hart        ohart@jackson.k12.ms.us      Room 209 

                                                 3137182025                                    Off. Hrs:  8:15-8:55 W-Th 

 

 General Information 

Course Overview  

Chemistry is an introductory course preparing the student for further 

studies in chemistry in college. It is directed toward explaining the 

composition of matter. Emphasis is placed on chemical principles and their 

application, problem solving, and the development of laboratory skills. 

^Prerequisite: Successful completion or, concurrent enrollment in 

Algebra II and Biology or Physical Science.  

Course Curricular Objectives   

The Chemistry course at Provine High School is vitally important in helping 

students experience the richness and excitement of knowing about and 

understanding its natural world applications, such as: 

● Appropriate scientific processes and principles in making personal 

decisions   

● Effectively engage in public discourse and debate about matters of 

scientific and technological concern   

● Increase in student’s economic productivity throughout their 

careers through the use of the knowledge, understanding, and 

skills employed by the scientifically literate person.   
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Three questions guide our approach to understanding chemistry:  

1. How do you view matter?  

2. How does matter behave?  

3. What is the role of energy in the changes we observe?  

In this class we will start with a simple model of matter and learn how 

models in chemistry and science evolve as the need for a better one arises. 

In each unit of study, we move from examining phenomena, to discussing 

what we can learn from the phenomena, to the development of models we 

build to help us explain phenomena. In this way, we learn how science is 

done, and how chemistry changes the way we look at the world around us.  

Expectations and Goals 

Students are expected to study daily, complete all assignments, attend 

class regularly and adhere to all district/school/classroom guidelines, 

rules and procedures to be successful in this class. You are also expected 

to keep all class work throughout the term as your proof that the 

assignment was graded, checked and/or completed.  You are expected to 

study and to review notes daily in preparation for classroom discussions, 

evaluations and unit tests.  You are expected to ask questions about 

material/concepts you do not fully understand, so that assistance is 

provided prior to an evaluation of the concepts (During evaluations 

[quizzes, tests, exams, etc.] is not the time to ask for help).  You are expected 

to keep up with your chemistry formula sheet and to bring it and a 

calculator to class daily.  Finally, you are expected to take ownership and 

responsibility for your own learning, your work, and your grades in this 

class. 

In Classroom Expectations 

*Reading* the textbook and provided materials is required, as 

quizzes, tests and evaluations on the reading will occur throughout the 

week. 

1.Comply with Lab Safety requirements                                                                 

2. Completion of all assigned activities unless an exemption is 

earned 

3. Participate Daily and be on time   

4, Respect other people and their property/space 

5. Any work turned in needs to be complete and neat. 

6. Proper heading must be on all paper assignments.   

^ It consists of name, date, period, subject and group (if applicable).  If not 

done properly it will be discarded and disposed of in file 13 (trash can) No 



document that has tears, balled up, tattered, soiled or wrinkled will be 

accepted (We are high school students!!!!)  

*If you have a question, please ask it! 

Online Expectations 

1. Access to the Canvas Student App /Canvas platform and Zoom. 

2. Refer and adhere to ALL applicable "In Classroom Expectations" 

rules 

3. Students need to show their faces and participate in online 

activities. 

4. Individual participation proof required to earn Group 

activities/discussions credit 

5. If you miss a session you need to make up the work and check in 

with Mr. Hart within 24 hours.   

*This will help you stay up to date with class activities. 

Your grades will be posted for your viewing on Canvas/SAM’s.  Make sure 

to know your username (MSIS#@jpsms.org) and password.  Parents can 

monitor too with their own username and password.  

*Rule #1: Do not ask Mr. Hart, “What did we do yesterday?”  find it on your 

Canvas Calendar 

*Rule #2: Do not ask Mr. Hart “What’s my grade?”  Find it via Canvas or 

SAM's. 

All work is due at the beginning of class and should be placed in the Assigned 

designated tray (A.D.T.) for your class block or turned in online. Each section 

will have assigned classwork/Homework. * No late work will be accepted after 

1 week late. All LATE PROJECTS DROP ONE LETTER GRADE EACH DAY THEY 

ARE LATE down to a max 70/C (must be completed and 100% correct). Late 

Homework will be deducted by 21 points the first day and 10 daily thereafter. 

(Turn it in on time and this doesn't affect you) An approved absence is no 

excuse for a late project. Only death of the student is an acceptable excuse.   

Online Classwork will utilize modules via Canvas and there will be 10 minutes 

of class on most days available for questions.   They are due after the weekly 

Quiz.  No points will be awarded unless a passing grade is earned on the quiz.  

Retakes of a quiz is may be available.  The highest grade that can be earned 

on a retake is a 70/C.   
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Labs and projects are required.  All students must pass a Lab safety test 

before they are allowed to participate in lab exercises.  Students cannot 

be successful in lab without demonstrating adequate scientific lab skills. 

All labs are to be recorded in each student’s Laboratory Notebook.  One 

lab will be selected each semester to be formally typed and submitted. It is 

important that students don’t procrastinate when doing pre-lab and post-

lab work. Late labs will not be accepted. Labs not completed in class must 

be done after school.  Labs are to be made up  by appointment .  Students 

have 1 week to make up a missing lab.  Students may redo labs if they fail to 

meet the scientific standard.   ** With the uncertainty caused by the Covid 

19 protocols, flexibility in lab will be within reason. 

*Labs will be virtual and will be dependent on how they can be worked in 

 

Anyone suspected of cheating on an assignment will result in a 0, and a 

referral to the office.  ** Talking while tests are in progress, looking at 

another student's paper/device or leaving the testing screen are grounds 

for penalties (If you think it will come into question, don't do it!!!) 

Assignments will include a variety of individual and group projects.  A 

default (a zero) on a group project affects all members.  It is the group 

members’ responsibility to inform Mr. Hart, if a member fails to complete 

their share of the assigned tasks. Mr. Hart reserves the right to take 

punitive measures against any group member.  

Electronic devices: While students are not allowed to have cellphones in 

class per JPS District policy, the usage of during instructional time is strictly 

prohibited without permission.  Any student caught texting or talking on a 

cell phone during class time will lose the points for the day and result in 

a grade score of zero (0).  Parents please refrain from contacting 

students during class time.  *Please refer to JPS District policy. 

 

Course Policies and Procedures   

A. Behavior: Students will respect the rights of others in the classroom, 

online platforms, the school’s equipment and facilities. All students will 

be required to pass a safety quiz and return a signed safety contract 

(student and guardian) in order to participate in labs. It is a privilege to do 

labs. They help to make learning meaningful, fun and exciting. For safety 

reasons, a student who behaves inappropriately during labs will not be 
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allowed to finish the lab. If horseplay is involved, the student potentially 

endangers other students in class and will be referred to the office.   

B. Absences: Daily attendance is strongly recommended in this course (and 

all other courses). Make-up privileges will be as follows: ● If you are 

absent due to a school function (extracurricular activities, field trips, 

etc.), you are expected to get your assignments PRIOR to your leave and 

complete them by the due date or simply adhere to your canvas account's 

assignments and dure dates. It will be your responsibility to come in for any 

additional help as needed before/after school to get the work done on 

time. ● If you have an Excused absence, (not due to a school function), you 

are expected to have viewed your Canvas account and turned the work in 

on time. Do not expect assignments to be given to you during valuable class 

time. The rule for any make-up work is if you miss, please refer to the 

expectations listed above● Credit for make-up work will be allowed for up 

to four (4) absences during a nine (9)-week term for Not Documented 

Excused and Unexcused absences. However, if a student is truant, they will 

not receive any credit for make-up work regardless of the number of days 

they have been absent. The fifth and above absence will result in a zero for 

any homework, labs, or tests given that day. The only one who can excuse 

your absence is your assigned principal.    

Tests and Grades  

Tests: Unit tests are given after every major unit and account for 50% of 

your term grade.  Dates for tests will be posted on the board and entered 

into the canvas calendar. This will be approximately every 2-3 weeks. A 

cumulative Term Test accounting for 10% of your term grade and covering 

all material will be given at the end of each 9-week term.  

Grading: A=90-100   B=80-89   C=70-79   D=60-69   F=below 60 I=incomplete  

*Grading follows the policies of Jackson Public Schools District. * A mid-

term progress report and a report card/appraisal following the end of 

each term are issued. Tests alone account for 50% of your term grade. 

Retesting: In order to Qualify for retest, you cannot have any zeroes on 

work related to the unit being tested.  Any work missed due to absences for 

that unit should be made up prior to retesting. Once your test is returned 

to you, you will be given time to complete test corrections to show me that 

you understand what you missed and that you know the correct response 

and show your work.  This must be done in my classroom after school, 

however you are not restricted to “reteach/retest” days. You may make 

corrections any day of the week, granted that I am available. You must 

complete all parts of the correction process correctly in order to earn 

the right to retest. Please keep in mind that reteach-retest is reserved for 

people who have given the content their best effort and simply need more 

time; students who do poorly because of behavior issues or simply did not 

put forth any effort will not be allowed to retest. Retests will contain 

similar questions to the original test, however the format will be changed. 



Homework is an integral part of this class and accounts for 10% of your 

term grade.  

Assignments/Projects/Classwork/ Daily Grades are posted on the board 

and to Canvas These account for 40% of your term grade. Homework will 

be assigned as needed and may consist of textbook problems, worksheets 

or other types of projects. Failure to do homework will result in you not 

being able to participate in reteach/retest opportunities.   Daily grades 

make up 40 % of your term grade. 

*Mr. Hart reserves the right to determine who can participate. 

Late and Makeup Work:  Work is due when it is due for everyone (absent or 

present). Any work not turned in on time will be given a maximum grade of 65 

unless cleared by instructor before the due date.  All district policies 

regarding missing work due to absences will be followed. Work assigned 

before or during an absence should be turned in via an online platform, by 

which it is still due on the due date.  If you have been informed of a test prior 

to being absent, you are expected to take the test upon your return to 

school. Make-up tests will be given at a specified time as designated be the 

instructor and will be different from the original test. Any handouts given 

out while you are absent can be located in the appropriate folder on 

Canvas.  You should first look there to inquire about what work was done 

and then ask the instructor any other questions related to the posted 

document(s).     

College and Career Readiness Standards 

In an effort to closely align instruction for students who are progressing 

toward postsecondary study and the workforce, the 2018 Mississippi 

College- and Career-Readiness Standards include grade- and course-

specific standards for Chemistry. 

The primary purpose of this document is to provide a basis for curriculum 

development for Grades K-12 teachers, outlining what students should 

know and be able to do by the end of each grade level and course. 

Courses for grades K-12 are based on the Mississippi College- and Career-

Readiness Standards (MS CCRS).  

Click on the link below to view a copy of the standards: 

MISSISSIPPI COLLEGE- and CAREER-READINESS 

STANDARDS for SCIENCE 2018 75 Chemistry 

 

Course Materials 

Required Materials 



⦁ Canvas login 

⦁ Two (2) Composition Notebook 

⦁ E-book 

⦁ Calculator 

⦁ Pencils/pens   *Black or Blue ink only 

⦁ 12 in Ruler (in & cm) 

⦁ Periodic Table (one will be provided virtually) 

⦁ Open and willing mind 

Optional Materials 

Highlighters 

Required Text 

Textbook, handouts and reading materials. This information will be 

provided by instructor 

Assignments (Minimum # per term) 

Tests: 4 per term 

Daily: 8 per term 

Discussion Assignments/Homework: 6 per term 

Grade Distribution 

Tests: 50% 

Daily: 40% 

Discussion Assignments/Homework: 10% 

Attendance 

Students are expected to attend class at the assigned time. All students 

should have daily interaction with Canvas to be marked present.   

For more details, visit the JPS Code of Student Conduct and Handbook at  

https://www.jackson.k12.ms.us/cms/lib/MS01910533/Centricity/Doma

in/93/PDFs/student_handbook.pdf 

 

 

Homeroom       9:05-9:25 a.m. 

https://www.jackson.k12.ms.us/cms/lib/MS01910533/Centricity/Domain/93/PDFs/student_handbook.pdf
https://www.jackson.k12.ms.us/cms/lib/MS01910533/Centricity/Domain/93/PDFs/student_handbook.pdf


1st/5th Block      9:30-10:55 a.m. 

2nd/6th Block    11:00-12:25 p.m. 

3rd/7th Block    12:30 – 2:30 p.m. 

4th/8th Block      2:35- 4:00 p.m. 

 

You can type in, and take a picture and turn in the form below.   

 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

 

I have read the above policies and procedures for Mr. Harts class and I 

understand and agree to abide by them.  I understand the use of cell 

phones and other electronic devices during instructional time will 

result in aforementioned Consequences. 

 

 

Student name ______________________ Student signature _______________________ 

 

 

I have read the above policies and procedures for Mr. Hart's class and I 

agree to help my student abide by them.  I will refrain from contacting 

students during instructional time and understand that the student’s use 

of such devices during instructional time can result in the 

aforementioned results.   

 

 

Parent name (printed)_____________________________________________   Parent  

 

 

 


